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D I A R Y   N O T E

WHEN:

11.15am, Monday, 23 November 2009

WHERE:
British Waterways office, Tees Barrage, Navigation Way, Thornaby, Stockton, TS17 6QA.

WHAT:
A plaque will be erected on the Tees Barrage bridge in honour of Bill Pearson, 83, who originally suggesting the construction of the barrage bridge back in 1972. He will be joined by Les Southerton, project director, Stockton Middlesbrough Initiative and two life-long friends who encouraged him with his idea, Ainsley Clarke and Ron Cox, who is travelling from Canada for the ceremony.  Ron originally suggested having a plaque on the barrage.
HONOUR FOR TEES BARRAGE IDEA 
The 83 year old Stockton man who originally suggested a barrage across the River Tees back in 1972 is being formally recognised for his idea with a plaque dedicated to him on the Tees Barrage structure.

Retired engineering draughtsman, Bill Pearson, born and bred in Stockton, who still lives in Fairfield in the town, sent his idea and a diagram of how the barrage could work to the local media in November 1972.  Despite being publicised in the Evening Gazette no progress was made on the idea until the Teesside Development Corporation was created.
Bill Pearson’s original inspiration came from looking at the river, which he said presented itself as variously polluted black swirling water, devoid of life and dangerous to enter and with the largely trapped plug of dirt being forced to flow up and downstream by the changing tide. 
He put pen to paper and worked out that the solution would be to stop any dirty water going upstream with a barrage.  The main sources of pollution would be downstream of this.  Upstream water would soon become cleaner enabling fish to return to the fresh water course which would be created.
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Bill Pearson said: “I envisaged the structure would be combined with a road bridge and the result enable water sports and other leisure activities.  I think the way it was eventually designed is fantastic and one week after it opened I saw fish in the river at Stockton, the effect and improvement was that quick.  I had never thought of using the water to power a white water course but that is a great idea and really complements the barrage. The barrage is a great success and really enables people to enjoy the river along its entire length.”

Les Southerton, project director, Stockton Middlesbrough Initiative said: “I am delighted Bill Pearson’s idea has been recognised and with the plaque there will be a permanent reminder of his contribution to the success of the barrage.  The Tees Barrage structure has been a tremendous catalyst for change all along the river and it has ensured the whole area is now an attractive place to work and enjoy leisure time.”
ENDS
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