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NEW ERA FOR TEES BARRAGE WHITEWATER COURSE

The family business which set up and ran the Teesside White Water Centre beside the Tees Barrage, has handed over the baton to Tees Active, which runs Stockton’s leisure activities, to manage the new multi-million whitewater course.

Rachel and Russell Smith, who is a former world champion canoeist, have become part of Tees Active’s team so they can share their expertise to fully exploit the opportunity to create an international sports venue with the new whitewater course.

Steve Chaytor, managing director, Tees Active said: “We are delighted to have Russ and Rachel as part of our team.  Their wealth of experience will be invaluable to us as we develop the new whitewater facility at the Tees Barrage into a truly international venue. Our vision is to really use the course as a catalyst to raise the profile of the Tees as a place for people to visit and enjoy a wide range of sports and leisure facilities.”

Rachel Smith said: “We are all very proud of what we have achieved over the last 14 years here at The Teesside White Water Centre and are looking forward to taking canoeing to the next level with the potential Olympic training camp at the course.

“We have seen some great canoeists come through the ranks here and hosted national events, where local athletes have been inspired by the leaders in their sport. This new venture will enable us to reach even more budding elite athletes.”

Rachel explained one of the reasons for the success of watersports at the  centre is the opportunity for ‘paddlers’ to train every day unlike many training centres around the country where there are restrictions on access to a river. 

Members of the GB Team train already train at the Barrage and Wendy Morris, a member of the new team is a highly ranked British canoeist.

The multi-million pound redevelopment of the whitewater course is due to start in May and will last approximately six months and it will be owned by British Waterways.
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